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Thank you, friends, for coming to Grimmbourne 2011, and if you weren’t able to come we’re sorry you missed a real treat – even the weather was glorious, as promised of course in our previous newsletter!
And our third entertainment this year, as also promised for your delectation in the autumn, is already under way: the problems of rehearsing during the summer hols resolved by the flexibility of all concerned – well, we rehearse with whoever is available! And the rehearsals are fun (if you’ve never thought of getting involved with amateur theatre, try it – you meet some very nice people!).
An evening of Victorian theatre

LICENCE WITHDRAWN and COX & BOX
Wednesday 28 September to Saturday 1 October 2011

The Studio, Norden Farm, Maidenhead

7.45 pm – Tickets £11 – Box Office 01628 624798

Licence Withdrawn is the second play-with-music by Tony Joseph and highlights a true event in 1907 when Middlesbrough Operatic Society had their licence to perform The Mikado with-drawn because of visiting Japanese royalty – but Miss Micklethwaite, their doughty secretary, brooked no defeat! Kay Lord is directing.
Cox & Box was Arthur Sullivan's first successful comic opera, an entertaining musical farce with a libretto by F C Burnand, written five years before his first collaboration with W S Gilbert. It tells the story of a landlord who lets a room to two lodgers, one who works at night and one who works during the day. When one of them has the day off, they meet each other in the room and tempers flare! Maggie Kearney is directing. Elizabeth Slade is music directing for both halves of the Victorian Theatre Evening.
And what’s on offer from the Grimms next year? As promised …..
SWEET CHARITY

Tuesday 14 – Sunday 19 February 2012
Tuesday to Friday 7.45 pm: Saturday and Sunday 3.00 pm

The Desborough Suite, Town Hall, Maidenhead SL6 1RF
Box Office 01628 624798

Not only is the production team in place (director Sue Kidd with assistance from Martin Jex; music director Graham Barker with assistance from Sandy Johnstone; all matters technical in the hands of Maggie Kearney) but it is almost fully cast. However, if you are interested in taking part, there’s still room in this essentially ensemble production – lots to do for the chorus including many cameo parts with lines to say/sing. Rehearsals (Mondays and Wednesdays 7.30 pm) will start Monday 5 September at Newlands Girls’ School, Farm Road, Maidenhead SL6 5JB. 
Further information from Jill 01628 820429 – jlucking@tiscali.co.uk
And just to remind you, Stage One Youth will very soon be presenting their second production –  
THE WIZARD OF OZ (RSC version)
Tuesday 6 to Saturday 10 September 2011

Tuesday to Friday 7.30 pm: Saturday 2.30 pm
The Desborough Suite, Town Hall, Maidenhead SL6 1RF

BOX OFFICE – orders by post with SAE to Stage One Youth, 
14 Kenwood Close, Maidenhead SL6 5AL

or text 07786 501299 or call 01628 624798
The age range this year is from 10 to 21 and includes some of the same talented cast who took part in their fabulous Les Misérables last year. The director (and founder) is Ursula Embleton, and the music director once again is Graham Barker; also on board are Julian Fox and David Kemp. Maggie Kearney will be in charge backstage and Laura-Anne Putterford, our successful Brigadoon director, in charge of the chaperones. Jared Barkla, who played Javert last year so maturely, is co-directing.
If you know any teenager who could be interested in, and benefit from, getting involved with Stage One Youth’s present production, eg backstage, make-up, costumes, hair, it’s not too late: please contact Ursula on 07711 357037 or email ursula_emblet02@hotmail.com
A meal-deal arrangement has been made with Forenza, a local Italian restaurant only a very short walk from the theatre. There will be a special pre-theatre menu at a reduced price for Wizard of Oz ticket holders for orders to be taken between 5.30 and 7.00 pm and 12.00 to 1.00 pm (matinée) – please make a reservation beforehand; ticket(s) to be shown on arrival. (This proved popular with our Brigadoon audiences.)
1 Bridge Street, Maidenhead SL6 8LR - 01628 633233 - info@forenza.co.uk   
To view pre-theatre menu - http://www.forenza.co.uk
PS  
Following the TV screening during Comic Relief Week earlier this year of Lenny Henry and other celebrities working in Ghana, a friend, Matt Ash (his daughter Kiera was in Brigadoon), decided giving a donation was simply not enough and he felt compelled to do more.

The result of his passion to do more has inspired a group of like-minded people to join together to go and spend a week volunteering in Ghana and several other Grimms’ friends feel privileged to be a part of this group. They all feel they want to give of their time to help people who do not share the same health, wealth and facilities as we all do in the western world.

That said, the group are fundraising in as many ways as they can to help fund their travel costs and to have a lasting legacy to give to the people of Ghana.

Their plea is for sponsorship in any small way that you can, to help them fund this project.

All 15 of them are looking for individual and/or company sponsorship to make this trip happen: they have already held a Race Night in July and raised almost £800, and have a golf day booked, a Karaoke evening and a Concert evening with many local groups taking part to help raise funds, together with a "cheeky" calendar which will shortly be on sale.
If you are interested in taking part in any of these events, please visit www.popgoesthechoir.com where details of dates and venues can be found.

Or if you wish to sponsor directly please use this link www.popgoesthechoir.com/popgoestoafrica.aspx 
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