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Yes, friends, it’s that time again … as promised in our Brigadoon newsletter, here’s our  second offer of entertainment this year, and what’s more, two concerts for the price of one – and Pimms in the interval!

GRIMMBOURNE 2011
Tuesday 12 to Thursday 14 July
TRIAL BY JURY (music director William Branston)
White horse inn (music director David Hazeldine)
Charity being supported –TARGET OVARIAN CANCER
Venue – Taplow Court (Ikeda New Century Hall), Taplow SL6 0ER
Curtain up – 7.30 pm: Picnics – from 6 pm
Interval refreshments – licensed bar, non-alcoholic drinks, ice cream

Weather – glorious, of course

Tickets £10 – BOX OFFICE 01628 624798
We are so lucky to have once again the privilege of performing in the superb concert hall at this historic venue, and are extremely grateful to SGI-UK (the UK centre for followers of the Buddhist teachings of Nichiren Daishonin) for their generosity in giving us the opportunity. There is plenty of parking space and the lovely grounds will be open for picnics at 6 pm. Please, however, be aware of various natural hazards such as steep banks, rabbit holes in paths, etc. If it should rain there is ample space in the foyer area to enjoy your picnic.

Trial by Jury is basically a breach-of-promise-of-marriage court hearing in which the judge and legal system are the objects of lighthearted satire – a true Gilbert & Sullivan comic opera. White Horse Inn is another humorous and melodious romp, set in Austria. It enjoyed great success on Broadway and in the West End from the 1930s on and was filmed several times. It was also a favourite with amateur societies. Now it is mainly remembered for its songs, many of which have become popular classics.  

Do come along and enjoy our major charity fundraising production of the year: old friends meeting up – on the stage, in the orchestra and in the audience – will make three enjoyable evenings. We shall also be remembering, with love and gratitude for their friendship, three longstanding friends who will be missing, and have been much missed from rehearsals – Chris Clark, John Sheppard and Valerie Lummis, who all died last year. Our charity was chosen, in fact, because Chris died of that cruel disease just before Christmas: it had been founded by Joanna Barker whose husband, Graham, has been music director for many Grimms’ shows.
And our third entertainment, for your delectation in the autumn – 
An evening of Victorian theatre

LICENCE WITHDRAWN and COX & BOX
Wednesday 28 September to Saturday 1 October 2011

The Studio, Norden Farm, Maidenhead

7.45 pm – Tickets £11 – Box Office 01628 624798
Licence Withdrawn is the second play by Tony Joseph whose ‘Don’t Call Me Schwenck’ was such a hit with you all in 2009, It highlights a true event in 1907 when Middlesbrough Operatic Society had their licence to perform The Mikado withdrawn because of visiting Japanese royalty – but Miss Micklethwaite, their doughty secretary, brooked no defeat! Cox & Box was Arthur Sullivan's first successful comic opera, an entertaining musical farce with a libretto by F C Burnand, written five years before his first collaboration with W S Gilbert. It has been played by numerous professional and amateur companies throughout the world and continues to be frequently produced.
And now a brief mention of the first of our next year’s productions – 
SWEET CHARITY
Tuesday 14 – Sunday 19 February 2012
The Desborough Suite

Maidenhead SL6 1RF
Box Office 01628 624798
The production team is in place: director Sue Kidd, who so successfully directed The Boy Friend for us in 2007, and regularly directs the award-winning Tarrystone Players of Cookham including their recent Adult Panto (under her aegis they won 2009’s Maidenhead Drama Festival), not forgetting Newlands School’s major productions, entailing casts of hundreds! The music director is Graham Barker, working once again with Sue, having MD’d The Boy Friend, and many other successful Grimms’ productions. This time Sandy Johnstone will be involved as assistant MD and Martin Jex will assist Sue. 
But of course, we’ll need a cast! For those intending to take part, please note that the venue and time for all the following will be Newlands Girls’ School, Farm Road, Maidenhead SL6 5JB – 7.30 pm.
Preview – Sunday 10 July 
Auditions – Wednesday 20 and Thursday 21 July 

First rehearsal – Monday 5 September

Contact details for further information – Jill 01628 820429, jlucking@tiscali.co.uk 
Last but not least, we are delighted once again to support Stage One Youth in their second production –  
THE WIZARD OF OZ (RSC version)
Tuesday 6 to Saturday 10 September 2011

7.30 pm Tuesday-Friday & 2.30 pm on Saturday

The Desborough Suite, Maidenhead SL6 1RF
BOX OFFICE – orders by post with SAE to Stage One Youth, 14 Kenwood Close, Maidenhead SL6 5AL

or text 07786 501299 or call 01628 637160

The age range this year is from 10 to 21 and includes some of the same talented cast who took part in their fabulous Les Misérables last year. The director (and founder) is Ursula Embleton, who has performed/choreographed for us many times. The music director once again is Graham Barker and also on board is Julian Fox (drama coach) and David Kemp (vocal coach and assistant MD). Maggie Kearney, the Grimms’ technical director, will be in charge backstage and Laura-Anne Putterford, our successful Brigadoon director, in charge of the chaperones.
If you know any teenager who could be interested in, and benefit from, getting involved with Stage One Youth’s present production, eg backstage, make-up, costumes, hair, it’s not too late: please contact Ursula on 07711 357037 or email ursula_emblet02@hotmail.com
A meal-deal arrangement has been made with Forenza, a local Italian restaurant only a very short walk from the theatre. There will be a special pre-theatre menu at a reduced price for Wizard of Oz ticket holders for orders to be taken between 5.30 and 7.00 pm and 12.00 to 1.00 pm (matinée) – please make a reservation beforehand; ticket(s) to be shown on arrival. (This proved popular with our Brigadoon audiences.)

1 Bridge Street, Maidenhead SL6 8LR - 01628 633233 - info@forenza.co.uk   
To view pre-theatre menu - http://www.forenza.co.uk
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